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MEDICAL CANNABIS 
Statement 

HON DR BRIAN WALKER (East Metropolitan) [6.55 pm]: I intend to be very quick. Yesterday, members may 
have heard my anger at how a woman was legally abused and her mental health suffered. I want to give another 
example that explains why I, as a doctor, am angry. A child, under 10, was brought to me. The child was autistic. 
Every parent should listen to this. The mother told me that her child was autistic and she wanted to know whether 
cannabidiol oil could help. The answer is possibly yes, and there is good research for that. I was forbidden from 
prescribing that by statute. By a command of the medical authorities, that child must be referred to a specialist—
in this case, a paediatric psychiatrist. I am talking about CBD oil. The child was duly sent to a paediatric specialist 
who had zero experience with CBD, or any form of cannabis. I have experience of approximately 1 000 cases, so 
I put to members that I have a lot more experience than the so-called “experienced specialist”. That specialist then 
prescribed medication for this child, who was under 10 years of age. He was quite comfortable denying that child 
very safe CBD oil, instead prescribing that child risperidone, which is an antipsychotic, and Clonazepam, which 
is a major benzodiazepine. They are toxic. A specialist psychiatrist prefers to poison the child rather than to try 
something that is natural and safe, and the parent had no choice. I will not bother members any more, but they 
must understand why people like me are angry. It is because we see people—innocent people—being deliberately, 
wilfully poisoned by a system which is anything but healthy. 
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